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Despite the weakened economy, the Phoenix film industry generated a 43 percent increase in production 
dollars in the city this past fiscal year (June 2008 through July 2009) versus the previous year. 
 
The film industry pumped more than $34 million ($34,124,240) into the Greater Phoenix economy through 
crew and talent salaries, film related rental equipment, hotels, building supply stores, restaurants, car 
rentals, retail stores and an assortment of other businesses.  The film industry also employed a local 
workforce of 3,510 skilled technicians and actors.   
 
Overall, the Phoenix Film Office issued 127 Film and Digital Media Permits and gathered data on 385 
projects that filmed wholly or partially in Greater Phoenix.  These projects in total accounted for 956 
shooting days and 2,109 hotel nights.   
 
Despite the increase in production dollars generated in the city over the past fiscal year, the film industry 
experienced a 29 percent decline in the total number of projects. The Phoenix Film Office anticipated the 
hit in 2008 as numerous companies were faced with critical financial decisions.  As a result, many 
companies slashed or eliminated their advertising budget, which lead to the decline in total number of 
projects.  However, in the fiscal year that just ended, 9.11 jobs per project were created as compared to 7.28 
that were created in the previous year. In addition, spending on a per project basis was higher than the 
previous year thus resulting in the overall positive economic impact. 
 
Phoenix was chosen by two major productions because of its varied locations and the Motion Picture 
Incentive Program administered by the Arizona Department of Commerce.  Hollywood headliners Luke 
Wilson, Giovanni Ribisi, James Caan, Kelsey Grammer and Kevin Pollak starred in the George Gallo 
directed film “Middle Men” that followed the rise of the internet billing industry.  Sarah Chalke starred in 
the Timothy Busfield directed TV Special “Maneater” for Lifetime Television about finding love in Los 
Angeles.  Aside from major projects, Phoenix also played host to 99 commercials, 40 still photography 
shoots, 8 reality shows, 25 TV Specials, 11 documentaries and 8 feature movies (studio and independent). 
 
All data was compiled based upon surveys sent to productions that filmed in Phoenix and local production 
companies.  En lieu of completed surveys, economic impact estimates were based upon the Association of 
Film Commissioners International “Tracking Production Revenue: Direct Spending for On-Location 
Production (US Dollars).”   No multipliers were used.  Job creation and hotel nights are listed as reported, 
estimates are not utilized. 
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Total Projects Shoot Days Total Dollar Amount Total Local Crew Total Local 
Talent Hotel Nights

Commercials 116 234 $5,830,899 1154 504 504

Documentary 11 87 $714,000 26 6 10

Educational 11 18 $221,274 48 1 0

Feature - Studio 3 35 $15,002,030 100 40 200

Feature - Indie 5 17 $175,000 69 56 22

Industrial/Corporate 125 193 $1,360,469 395 48 9

Music Video 1 1 $30,000 0 0 0

PSA 9 14 $578,035 60 87 4

Reality 8 49 $353,500 19 9 6

Still Photography 40 150 $2,405,300 288 260 1113

Student Film 13 15 $45,700 4 4 0

TV Special 25 90 $7,118,372 150 78 229

Webcast 18 53 $289,661 76 28 12

TOTALS 385 956 $34,124,240 2389 1121 2109
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Middle Men

Allstate Insurance

American Treasures
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Year End Highlights

Commercials

Feature Films

Television

APS

American Idol

Arizona Diabetes Tour de Cure

America's Most Wanted

Arizona Lottery

Andrew Zimmern

Athlete's Performance

Aviation Safety

Arizona Lottery

Biggest Looser - Season 7

Barbasol

Candy Girls

Bashas

Easy Driver

Casino Arizona

Hidden Potential

Culvers Restaurant

Life After People

Desert School Credit Union

Life on Mars, Into the Unknown

Dickson's Witch Hazel

Maneater

Erickson Communities

MTV's True Life Series

Humane Society

National Geographic Mystery 360

Icy Hot

Sex Decoy: Love Stings

McDonalds

So You Think You Can Dance

Motorcycle Lawyers, The

Southwest Fanatico

Peter Piper Pizza

The Real World

Phoenix Convention Center

Yuko Oga Documentary

South Mountain Cycles

Troy the Locator

Phoenix Zoo

Undercover, Matt Browning

Qwest "Music Tour"

UFO Hunters

Untamed and Uncut

Adidas

Still Photography

United Way

Volkswagen

STF Workman's Compensation 

Toyota Tundra/Brophy Prep

Scotts "EZ Seed" Lawn Care

Diamondbacks/St. Joseph's 

EAS Sports Food & Drink

Century 21

Corvette Fever

Insight

King Size

Firefighter Breast Cancer Awareness

Gore Medical

Phoenix Zoo

SRP

Sky Mall Magazine

Lincoln

Mark's Work Wearhouse

Penske Trucks

Petsmart

Watermark

Witt Weiden

Toyota

University of Phoenix




